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Th e follow ing inform ation on cancer sum m arizes data
collected by th e Bureau of H ealth  Inform ation.  Th ere
w ere 23,857 new  case s  of invas ive  cancer diagnosed
am ong W iscons in re s idents in 19 9 7.  Th e num ber of
W iscons in re s ident death s  attributed to cancer in 19 9 7 w as
10,532.  Since 1990, th e overall cancer m ortality rate h as
steadily declined. 

CANCER  INCIDENCE

19 9 7 19 9 5 19 9 0

• Invas ive 1 cancers diagnosed: 23,857 23,455 21,833

• Age-adjusted invas ive  incidence rate
per 100,000 population:

M ale 453 450 444
Fem ale 337 340 331
Total 385 385 375

• Invas ive  cancers diagnosed by age, m ales 2:
<25 1% 2% 2%
25-44 5    6    5   
45-64 29     28    25   
65+ 64    65    68   

• Invas ive  cancers diagnosed by age, fem ales 2:
<25 2% 2% 2%
25-44 10    10    9    
45-64 32    30    30   
65+ 57       59     59    

• Th e m ost frequently diagnosed invas ive  cancers  for m ales in
19 9 7 w ere prostate (31%), lung (16%) and colon (9%).

• Th e m ost frequently diagnosed invas ive  cancers  for fem ales in
19 9 7 w ere breast (32%), lung (12%) and colon (11%).

 19 9 7 19 9 5 19 9 0
• Extent of disease, at diagnos is ,

for all cancers 2:
Local 53% 48% 47%
Non-local 42    41    43   
Not stated 6    11    10   

• Extent of disease, at diagnos is ,
for fem ale breast cancer 2:

Local 71% 65% 63%
Non-local 28    29     31   
Not stated 2    6    6   

• Extent of disease, at diagnos is ,
for prostate cancer2:

Local 78% 70% 61%
Non-local 16    18    28   
Not stated 5    13    11   

CANCER  SCREENINGS, 19 9 7

•W om en (50+ ) w h o h ad a m am m ogram  in th e past year: 57%
• W om en (50+ ) w h o h ad a m am m ogram  in past tw o years: 70%
•W om en (18+ ) w h o h ad a clinical breast exam

 in th e past year: 64%
•W om en (18+ ) w h o h ad a Pap sm ear in th e past year: 59%
• W om en (18+ ) w h o h ad a Pap sm ear in past th ree years : 83%

W ISCO NSIN ADULTS AND CANCER , 19 9 7

• Estim ated percent of adults ever Age Percent 
diagnosed w ith  cancer3:

18-44 2%
45-64 5   
65-74 11   
75+  15   

All Adults 4% 

CANCER  M O R TALITY

19 9 7 19 9 5 19 9 0

• Total cancer death s : 10,532 10,521 10,230

• Percent of all death s : 24% 23% 24%

• Age-adjusted death  rate per
100,000 population:

M ale 19 1 200 211
Fem ale 133 133 139
Total 157 160 168

• Cancer death s by age, m ales 2:
<25 1% 1% 1%
25-44 3    3    3   
45-64  22    22    24   
65+  75    74    72   

• Cancer death s by age, fem ales 2:
<25 <1% 1% 1%
25-44 4    4    4   
45-64 22    21    24   
65+ 74    75    71   

• Average years of potential life
lost due to cancer m ortality4:

Lung 15.4 15.4 16.4
Colon 13.4 14.0 14.3
Prostate 9 .3 9 .6 10.1
Fem ale Breast 19 .5 19 .1 20.0
Cervical 28.9 27.6 27.0

• Th e m ost frequent cancer death s  for m ales in 19 9 7 w ere lung
(29%), prostate (13%) and colon (9%).

• Th e m ost frequent cancer death s  for fem ales in 19 9 7 w ere lung
(22%), breast (15%) and colon (10%).

1 Invasive cancers are th ose th at invade th e h ost organs and m ay also invade th e
surrounding tissue.

2 Percent totals m ay not sum  to 100 due to rounding.
3 Includes nonreportable cancers; does not include residents of nursing h om es and

oth er institutions.
4 Th e average difference betw een th e age at death  and th e e xpe cte d age at death ,

calculated from  W isconsin life expectancy tables for 19 9 3-9 5.



ADDITIO NAL INFO R M ATIO N

Cance rs  R e portable  to th e  W iscons in Cance r R e porting
Syste m .  By statute, all m alignant in s itu (noninvas ive)
cancers  and invasive cancers except basal cell and squam ous
cell carcinom as of th e s k in are reportable.

Age -adjuste d Rate s .  Age-adjusted rate s tak e into account
diverse age distributions betw een populations.  Th is perm its
com parisons betw een different years  and places. An age-
specific rate for each  age group w as determ ined, th en
w eigh ted by m ultiplying it by th e proportion of th e 1970 U.S.
standard population in th at age group.  Th e age-adjusted rate
is  th e sum  of th e w e igh ted age-specific rate s.

 
Exte nt of Dis e as e .  "Local" includes invas ive and in s itu
tum ors confined to th e organ of origin; "non-local" includes
all regional and distant tum ors.

Source s  of Data.  Incidence data are collected by th e Cancer
Reporting System ; m ortality data are from  th e Vital Records
and Statistics death  files; cancer screening data (e stim ates
based on sam ple data) are obtained from  th e 19 9 7 W isconsin
Beh avioral Ris k  Factor Survey; and th e percent of adults
ever diagnosed w ith  cancer is  from  th e 1997 W iscons in
Fam ily H ealth  Survey.

19 9 0 and 19 9 5 Data.  Th ese data m ay appear different from
th ose publish ed in earlier H ealth  Counts publications. Th is  is
due to th e ch ange from  reporting invas ive and non-invas ive
cancers  com bined to just invas ive-only cancers , and th e
additional case s  reported for th ose years  th at w ere rece ived
after th e publication of earlier H ealth  Counts.

Th e 1997 W isconsin Cancer Incidence and M ortality report
provides m ore detailed inform ation; to request a copy, call Joan
Gugel at (608) 267-79 55.  For additional inform ation, call
Laura Steph enson-Vine at (608) 266-89 26.

Address m ail requests  to:
Cancer Reporting System , Bureau of H ealth  Inform ation

P.O. Box 309
M adison, W I  53701-0309

h ttp://w w w .dh fs .state.w i.us/w crs/
19 9 9
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